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SUMMARY 

 

The First Year: Assessments of Cooperation 
Between Newly Elected Presidents and 
Congress 
During their first year in office, most recent Presidents have enjoyed a beginning period of 

cooperation—a “honeymoon”—with Congress. For some, it has lasted longer than for others, and 

with different legislative results. This report, drawing upon the evaluations of journalists, 

historians, and political scientists, provides a brief assessment of the extent of cooperation 

between newly elected Presidents, during their first year in office, and Congress. The Presidents 

and the focus periods of the study are Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1933, when the famed Hundred 

Days resulted in 15 major laws; Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1953, when two thirds of his proposals 

were successfully enacted; and John F. Kennedy in 1961, when slightly more than half of his 

initiatives were passed into law. Also included in the assessment are Lyndon B. Johnson in 1964 

and 1965, with respective success rates of 88% and 93%; Richard M. Nixon in 1969, with a 74% 

success rate; Jimmy Carter in 1978, with a success rate just over 75%; Ronald Reagan in 1981, 

with slightly more than an 82% success rate; George H. W. Bush in 1989, with a rate of 63%; 

and William J. Clinton in 1993, with a rate of slightly more than 86%. The conditions surrounding Harry S. Truman’s initial 

year as an elected President and Gerald R. Ford’s first year in the presidency were sufficiently unusual that they are not 

included in the study. This report will not be updated. 
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Disclaimer 

This document was prepared by the Congressional Research Service (CRS). CRS serves as nonpartisan 

shared staff to congressional committees and Members of Congress. It operates solely at the behest of and 

under the direction of Congress. Information in a CRS Report should not be relied upon for purposes other 

than public understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to Members of Congress in 

connection with CRS’s institutional role. CRS Reports, as a work of the United States Government, are not 

subject to copyright protection in the United States. Any CRS Report may be reproduced and distributed in 

its entirety without permission from CRS. However, as a CRS Report may include copyrighted images or 

material from a third party, you may need to obtain the permission of the copyright holder if you wish to 
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